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CITY OF WILDOMAR – PLANNING COMMISSION 
Agenda Item #2.1 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Meeting Date: July 18, 2018 

 

TO:  Chairman and Members of the Planning Commission 
 
FROM: Matthew C. Bassi, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 18-01: 

Planning Commission review and recommendation to the City Council of a 
General Rule CEQA Exemption and an amendment to Title 17, Section 
17.252 (Sign Regulations) of the Wildomar Municipal Code to establish 
regulations for freeway oriented electronic graphic display (L.E.D.) signs for 
medical centers located in the C-P-S and I-P zones adjacent to the I-15 
freeway. 

STAFF REPORT 

RECOMMENDATION: 
The Planning Department recommends the Planning Commission take the following 
action: 
 

1. Adopt a Resolution entitled: 
 

PC RESOLUTION NO. 2018-15 
A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
WILDOMAR, CALIFORNIA, RECOMMENDING CITY COUNCIL 
ADOPTION OF A GENERAL RULE AND CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15061(B)(3) AND 15311(A), 
RESPECTIVELY OF THE CEQA GUIDELINES, AND APPROVAL OF 
ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 18-01 AMENDING 
SECTION 17.252 (SIGN REGULATIONS) OF THE WILDOMAR 
MUNICIPAL CODE TO ESTABLISH REGULATIONS FOR FREEWAY 
ORIENTED ELECTRONIC GRAPHIC DISPLAY (L.E.D.) SIGNS FOR 
MEDICAL CENTERS LOCATED IN THE  C-P-S AND I-P ZONES 
ADJACENT TO THE I-15 FREEWAY 

DESCRIPTION: 
The Planning Department received a zoning ordinance amendment application from 
Electra-Media, Inc. on behalf of the Inland Valley Regional Medical Center (IVRMC) 
requesting Commission consideration of an amendment to the City’s sign ordinance to 
address electronic graphic displays specifically for medical centers.  The proposed 
amendment would allow one (1) L.E.D. freeway sign for medical centers provided the site 
is five (5) gross acres or larger, with the site located directly adjacent to the Interstate 15 
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freeway.  This code amendment will restrict this sign type to the C-P-S or I-P zones.  For 
the purpose of this amendment, a medical center is defined as a hospital and/or medical 
office building providing health care services in the City of Wildomar. 
 
The amendment would change Section 17.252.040 of the zoning ordinance by adding a 
new subsection (i.e., Section 17.252.040.G) that provides standards specifically for 
medical centers.  The City Council is tentatively scheduled to review the proposed code 
amendment at its August 8, 2018 meeting.   
 
The proposed language for this code amendment is summarized below.  As this 
subsection is new, there is no strikeout version to review.  A complete copy of the draft 
ordinance is provided in Attachment A, Exhibit 1.   
 

“G. Freeway Oriented Electronic Graphic Display Sign Regulations for Medical 
Centers. 

 
1. Intent.  It is the intent of this section to establish sign regulations for electronic 

graphic display freeway signs proposed as a freestanding business 
identification sign for medical centers to provide business identification and 
visibility for the Interstate 15 freeway.  
 

2. Applicability.  An electronic graphic display freeway sign for medical centers 
shall be permitted only within the C-P-S or I-P zones on property adjacent to 
the Interstate 15 freeway subject to the development standards outlined in this 
section.   
 

3. Medical Centers Defined.  Medical centers as defined in this subsection 
includes hospitals and/or medical office buildings providing health care 
services in the City of Wildomar.  
 

4. Permit Required.  Prior to any permit being issued, a sign package that includes 
a plot plan, architectural elevations, all electrical, lighting and structural design 
specifications (accompanied by the appropriate processing fee) shall be 
submitted to the Building Official and Planning Director for review and approval.  

 
5. Development Standards.  The following standards shall apply to electronic 

graphic display freeway sign types permitted in this section. 
 

a. A maximum of one (1) electronic graphic display sign is allowed for an 
individual medical center provided the site is five (5) gross acres or larger, 
and it is located directly adjacent to the Interstate 15 freeway.  

 
b. The electronic graphic display portion of the freeway sign shall be limited 

to a maximum sign area of 360 square feet per sign face.  An additional 
sign identifying the name of the medical center shall be allowed provided 
it does not exceed 35 square feet per sign face and designed separately 
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from graphic display portion.  The maximum total height of the sign 
structure shall not exceed 50 feet.   
 

c. The electronic graphic display sign shall maintain a minimum setback of 
fifteen (15) from the site property line/I-15 freeway right-of-way line. 

 
d. The monument base and vertical sign elements for the proposed sign 

shall be constructed of materials that are consistent with the building 
materials of the medical center.  The monument base shall be included in 
the total sign height outlined above. 

 
e. The electronic message portion of the sign shall only display on-site 

commercial messages and noncommercial messages.  No off-site 
business messaging shall be permitted.  

 
f. Audio speakers are prohibited in association with any electronic graphic 

display sign business identification signs. 
 
g. The electronic graphic display freeway sign shall comply with all 

applicable lighting standards and requirements of Chapter 8.64 (Light 
Pollution) of the Wildomar Municipal Code. 

 
h. The electronic messaging of the electronic graphic display sign shall also 

comply with the specific provisions outlined in Table 17.252.040.G-1 
below. 

 
Table 17.252.040.G-1 

Additional Standards for Electronic Graphic Display Signs 
 

Sign Type Description Text Limit Minimum 
Duration 

Brightness 
(NITs1) 

Day/Night2 
Dark Period 

(off / on) 

Electronic 
Graphic Display 

Images and 
text (scrolling of 
text permitted) 

No limit 5 
seconds 5,000 / 2002 

None, provided 
the LED sign area 

is in a “static 
position” with a 

dark background3 
1. NIT is a term used to describe a metric unit of luminance. It is defined as candela per square meter 

(cd/m2). The unit is based on the candela, the modern metric unit of luminous intensity.  This quantifies 
surface brightness, or the amount of light an object gives off. 

2. Dimmer control required to change to the lower nighttime brightness setting upon sunset.  A change to 
the higher brightness setting is not permitted until after sunrise. 

3. The “static position” sign area may contain up to three lines of text and/or logos during the hours of 
9:30 p.m. to 6:30 a.m., but the remainder of the background area shall be “dark.” 

 
It is important to point out that an LED freeway sign is required to comply with all 
applicable provisions of the City’s light pollution ordinance (Chapter 8.64 of the WMC) 
and the brightness standards outlined in Table 17.252.040.G-1 above.   
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DISCUSSION: 
According to the IVRMC team, the current sign is old and does not provide adequate 
signage for the hospital.  A new L.E.D. sign adjacent to the freeway, as allowed under the 
provisions of the code amendment, will serve a valuable public purpose in that it will 
increase the public’s awareness of the myriad healthcare services available locally, both 
to residents and to motorists driving through the City on the freeway.  Increasing the 
public’s awareness of the IVRMC and the services it provides, as well as any other 
medical centers that may be established in the City in the future, clearly furthers the 
public’s health, safety and welfare.  Limiting the locations where such signs can be 
installed to larger parcels adjacent to the 15 freeway also furthers the public’s welfare by 
ensuring that these large, bright signs are not located in areas where the sign would 
detrimentally impact the aesthetics of the City and the quiet enjoyment of private property.   
 
Staff believes this code amendment to allow an L.E.D. sign for the IVRMC will maintain 
consistency with our “dark sky” policies and light pollution requirements outlined in 
Section 8.64 of the W.M.C.  Further, it will create the ability to have city local and regional 
community public messaging visible from the I-15 freeway.  A copy of the IVRMC sign 
package for this proposal is provided for Commission consideration in Attachment B.  This 
attachment also includes supporting information from their lighting engineer consultant 
regarding the technical aspect of the L.E.D. sign. 
 
As part of the research for this code amendment, staff surveyed several surrounding cities 
to determine what regulations existed with respect to L.E.D. freeways sign.  The table 
below summarizes our findings.   

 
Table 1 – Electronic Message Sign Standards Survey 

 

City Agency Land Use Requirement/Process 

City of Menifee Not Allowed. 

City of Eastvale Allowed via a Development Agreement. 

City of Lake Elsinore Allowed. Total sign area shall not exceed 30 square feet/lineal 
feet of freeway frontage; provided however, that the maximum 
sign area shall not exceed 150 square feet total per face and 
not exceed 45 feet in height. 

City of Murrieta Not currently allowed, but working on an amendment. 

City of Temecula Not Allowed.  

City of Perris Allowed in commercial, office, business park and industrial 
zones via a CUP/  One (1) sign not to exceed 25 feet in height 
is permitted/parcel within 660 feet of the freeway right-of-way 
(50 feet in height allowed if within 300 feet of freeway). 100 
square feet maximum sign area with a minimum setback of 
five (5) feet from the property line adjacent to the freeway 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DISCUSSION: 
In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (Public 
Resources Code § 21000, et seq. (“CEQA”)), a review of the potential environmental 
impacts was conducted by the Planning Department for Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
No. 18-01.  This evaluation indicated no potential for significant impacts on the 
environment.  First, the only difference between what is currently allowed in the Code and 
what is proposed by this ordinance is the introduction of an electronic display.  The 
electronic sign is required to comply with the City’s Light Pollution Ordinance to ensure 
that there are no adverse visual or aesthetic impacts from the new L.E.D. freeway sign.  
Second, construction of new signs resulting from approval of this code amendment are 
already categorically exempt from environmental review in accordance with Section 
15311(a) of the CEQA Guidelines. 
 
Given these two factors, it is staff’s opinion that ZOA No. 18-01 meets the criteria for a 
general rule exemption from CEQA pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) and a Categorical 
Exemption per Section 15311(a).  Section 15061(b)(3) states that if an activity is covered 
by the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing 
a significant effect on the environment, and where it can be seen with certainty that there 
is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the 
environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.   
 
As a result, staff is recommending the Planning Commission make a determination that 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 18-01 has no potential to negatively impact the 
environment, and recommend to the City Council adoption of the general rule exemption 
and categorical exemption as stated above. 

FINDING OF FACT  –  ZOA NO. 18-01: 
In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 17.280 of the Zoning Ordinance, the 
Planning Department is recommending the Planning Commission consider the following 
finding in support of a recommendation to the City Council for approval of Zoning 
Ordinance Amendment No. 18-01. 
 
A. The proposed amendment is consistent with the City of Wildomar General Plan and 

Zoning Ordinance.  
 

The proposed amendment is consistent with the City of Wildomar General Plan and 
Zoning Ordinance in that the proposed amendment to allow electronic graphic 
display signs for medical centers within the C-P-S and I-P zone districts will provide 
for enhanced business identification for medical centers as defined within the code 
amendment.  The L.E.D. sign will serve a public purpose in that it will increase the 
public’s awareness of the myriad healthcare services available locally, both to 
residents and to motorists driving through the City on the freeway, who may be in 
need of emergency and non-emergency medical care.  Further, given the strict 
requirements outlined in the amendment, the proposed provisions/regulations will 
ensure that the L.E.D. sign will be constructed and used in a manner that will 
maintain safety and aesthetics, and comply with the requirements of the City’s “dark 
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sky” policies required in Section 8.64 (Light Pollution Ordinance) of the Wildomar 
Municipal Code.  

PUBLIC NOTICING: 
In accordance with Chapter 17.04 of the Wildomar Municipal Code, the Planning 
Department, on July 6, 2018, published a legal notice in the Press Enterprise, a local 
newspaper of general circulation, notifying the general public of the public hearing to be 
held by the Planning Commission for Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 18-01.  As of 
the date of this report, staff has not received any public comments on the proposed 
amendment. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted,    Reviewed By, 
Matthew C. Bassi     Thomas D. Jex 
Planning Director     City Attorney 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
A. PC Resolution No. 2018-15 

Exhibit 1 – Draft Council Ordinance 
B. IVMC L.E.D. Sign Exhibit Package – Part 1 
C. IVMC L.E.D. Sign Exhibit Package – Part 2 
D. IVMC L.E.D. Sign Exhibit Package – Part 3 
 
 
  



 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

PC Resolution No. 2018-15 



 

PC RESOLUTION NO. 2018-15 
A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY 
OF WILDOMAR, CALIFORNIA, RECOMMENDING CITY 
COUNCIL ADOPTION OF A GENERAL RULE AND 
CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 
15061(B)(3) AND 15311(A), RESPECTIVELY OF THE CEQA 
GUIDELINES, AND APPROVAL OF ZONING ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENT NO. 18-01 AMENDING SECTION 17.252 (SIGN 
REGULATIONS) OF THE WILDOMAR MUNICIPAL CODE TO 
ESTABLISH REGULATIONS FOR FREEWAY ORIENTED 
ELECTRONIC GRAPHIC DISPLAY (L.E.D.) SIGNS FOR MEDICAL 
CENTERS LOCATED IN THE  C-P-S AND I-P ZONES ADJACENT 
TO THE I-15 FREEWAY 

WHEREAS, the Planning Department has received a request to amend Section 
17.252 (Sign Regulations) of the Wildomar Municipal Code to allow a 410 square-foot per 
sign face L.E.D. freeway sign from: 

 
Applicant/Owner: UNIVERSAL HEALTH SERVICES of Rancho Springs, Inc. 

dba, Southwest Healthcare System 
Project Location: NWC of Inland Valley Drive and Prielipp Road 
APN:     380-250-027 
Project Area:  3.4+ acres 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has the authority to review proposed code 
amendment to Chapter 17.252 (Sign Regulations) of the Wildomar Municipal Code 
related to electronic message freeway signage; and  

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Wildomar Municipal Code, the Planning 
Department, on July 6, 2018, published a legal notice in the Press Enterprise, a local 
newspaper of general circulation, notifying the general public of a public hearing set for 
July 18, 2018 regarding Planning Commission review of Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
No. 18-01; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Wildomar Municipal Code, the City of Wildomar 
Planning Commission conducted the duly noticed public hearing on July 18, 2018, at 
which time interested persons had an opportunity to testify in support of, or opposition to 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 18-01, and at which time the Planning Commission 
received public testimony concerning Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 18-01, and has 
made a recommendation to the City Council regarding said sign code amendment.  

NOW THEREFORE, the Planning Commission of the City of Wildomar, California 
does hereby resolve, determine and order as follows: 
  



 

SECTION 1.  ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION.   
In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 

(Public Resources Code § 21000, et seq. (“CEQA”)), a review of the potential 
environmental impacts was conducted by the Planning Department for Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment No. 18-01.  This evaluation indicated no potential for significant impacts on 
the environment.  First, the only difference between what is currently allowed in the Code 
and what is proposed by this ordinance is the introduction of and an electronic display.  
The electronic sign are required to comply with the City’s Light Pollution Ordinance to 
ensure that there are no adverse visual or aesthetic impacts from the new L.E.D. freeway 
sign.  Second, construction of new signs resulting from approval of this code amendment 
are already categorically exempt from environmental review in accordance with Section 
15311(a) of the CEQA Guidelines.  Given these two factors, ZOA No. 18-01 meets the 
criteria for a general rule exemption from CEQA pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) and a 
Categorical Exemption per Section 15311(a).  Section 15061(b)(3) states that if an activity 
is covered by the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential 
for causing a significant effect on the environment, and where it can be seen with certainty 
that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the 
environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.  As a result, staff is recommending the 
Planning Commission make a determination that Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 18-
01 has no potential to negatively impact the environment, and recommend to the City 
Council adoption of the general rule exemption and categorical exemption as stated 
above.  

SECTION 2.  REQUIRED ZOA FINDING. 
In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 17.280 of the Zoning Ordinance, the 

Planning Commission hereby makes the following finding in support of a recommendation 
to the City Council for approval of Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 18-01. 
 
A. The proposed amendment is consistent with the City of Wildomar General Plan and 

Zoning Ordinance.  
 

The proposed amendment is consistent with the City of Wildomar General Plan and 
Zoning Ordinance in that the proposed amendment to allow electronic graphic 
display signs for medical centers within the C-P-S and I-P zone districts will provide 
for enhanced business identification for medical centers as defined within the code 
amendment.  The L.E.D. sign will serve a public purpose in that it will increase the 
public’s awareness of the myriad healthcare services available locally, both to 
residents and to motorists driving through the City on the freeway, who may be in 
need of emergency and non-emergency medical care.  Further, given the strict 
requirements outlined in the amendment, the proposed provisions/regulations will 
ensure that the L.E.D. sign will be constructed and used in a manner that will 
maintain safety and aesthetics, and comply with the requirements of the City’s “dark 
sky” policies required in Section 8.64 (Light Pollution Ordinance) of the Wildomar 
Municipal Code. 

  



 

SECTION 3.  PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION. 
Based on the foregoing finding, and on substantial evidence in the whole of the 

record, the Planning Commission hereby adopts PC Resolution No. 2018-15 
recommending City Council approval of an Ordinance, attached hereto and incorporated 
herein by reference as Exhibit 1, approving Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 18-01.  

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 18th day of July, 2018 by the 
following vote: 

AYES.    

NOES:   

ABSENT:   

ABSTAINED:   
 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
John Lloyd 
Planning Commission Chairman 

 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Matthew C. Bassi 
Planning Director/Minutes Secretary 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Thomas D. Jex 
City Attorney 
 
 
 



 

EXHIBIT 1 
 

Draft City Council Ordinance for ZOA No. 18-01 
 
  



 

DRAFT ORDINANCE NO. ____ 
A ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WILDOMAR, CALIFORNIA, ADOPTING A GENERAL RULE 
AND CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15061(B)(3) AND 15311(A), RESPECTIVELY OF 
THE CEQA GUIDELINES, AND APPROVING ZONING 
ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 18-01 AMENDING SECTION 
17.252 (SIGN REGULATIONS) OF THE WILDOMAR 
MUNICIPAL CODE TO ESTABLISH REGULATIONS FOR 
FREEWAY ORIENTED ELECTRONIC GRAPHIC DISPLAY 
(L.E.D.) SIGNS FOR MEDICAL CENTERS ADJACENT TO THE 
I-15 FREEWAY LOCATED IN THE C-P-S OR I-P ZONES  

WHEREAS, the City Council has the authority to review Chapter 17.252 (Sign 
Regulations) of the Wildomar Municipal Code relating to electronic message signage for  
medical centers (as defined herein) in the C-P-S or I-P zones adjacent to Interstate 15 
freeway; and 

WHEREAS, allowing medical centers to have LED signage adjacent to the freeway 
serves a valid public purpose because it will increase the public’s awareness of the 
healthcare services available locally both to residents and to motorists driving through the 
City on the freeway who may be in need of emergency and non-emergency medical care; 
and 

 WHEREAS, in accordance with the Wildomar Municipal Code, the Planning 
Department, on __________, 2018, published a legal notice in the Press Enterprise, a 
local newspaper of general circulation, notifying the general public of a public hearing set 
for  __________, 2018 regarding Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 18-01; and  

WHEREAS, in accordance with Wildomar Municipal Code, the City Council 
conducted a duly noticed public hearing on __________, 2018, at which time interested 
persons had an opportunity to testify in support of, or opposition to Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment No. 18-01, and at which time the City Council received public testimony 
concerning Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 18-01. 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILDOMAR HEREBY DOES ORDAIN 
AS FOLLOWS:   

SECTION 1.  CEQA/ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION.   
In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 

(Public Resources Code § 21000, et seq. (“CEQA”)), a review of the potential 
environmental impacts was conducted by the Planning Department for Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment No. 18-01.  This evaluation indicated no potential for significant impacts on 
the environment.  First, the only difference between what is currently allowed in the Code 
and what is proposed by this ordinance is the introduction of an electronic graphic display 
sign.  The electronic graphic sign is required to comply with the City’s Light Pollution 
Ordinance as required in Section 8.64 of the Wildomar Municipal Code to ensure that 
there are no adverse visual or aesthetic impacts from the new L.E.D. freeway sign.  
Second, construction of new signs resulting from approval of this code amendment are 



 

already categorically exempt from environmental review in accordance with Section 
15311(a) of the CEQA Guidelines.  Given these two factors, ZOA No. 18-01 meets the 
criteria for a general rule exemption from CEQA pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) and a 
Categorical Exemption per Section 15311(a).  Section 15061(b)(3) states that if an activity 
is covered by the general rule that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential 
for causing a significant effect on the environment, and where it can be seen with certainty 
that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the 
environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.  As a result, staff is recommending the 
Planning Commission make a determination that Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 18-
01 has no potential to negatively impact the environment, and recommend to the City 
Council adoption of the general rule exemption and categorical exemption as stated 
above. 

SECTION 2.  REQUIRED ZOA FINDING. 
In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 17.280 of the Zoning Ordinance, the 

City Council, upon recommendation of the Planning Commission, hereby makes the 
following finding for approval of Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 18-01. 
 
A. The proposed amendment is consistent with the City of Wildomar General Plan and 

Zoning Ordinance.  
 

The proposed amendment is consistent with the City of Wildomar General Plan and 
Zoning Ordinance in that the proposed amendment to allow electronic graphic 
display signs for medical centers as defined herein located within the C-P-S or I-P 
zones will provide for enhanced business identification for these medical centers 
and increase the public’s awareness of the healthcare services available locally both 
to residents and to motorists driving through the City on the freeway who may be in 
need of emergency and/or non-emergency medical care.  Further, the proposed 
provisions/regulations will ensure that electronic graphic display signs will be 
constructed and used in a manner that will maintain safety and visual aesthetics, in 
compliance with the requirements of the City’s “dark sky” policies outlined in Section 
8.64 (Light Pollution Ordinance) of the Wildomar Municipal Code.  

SECTION 3.  AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
Section 17.252.040 of the Wildomar Municipal Code is hereby amended to add a new 
subsection to read as follows:  
 

“G. Freeway Oriented Electronic Graphic Display Sign Regulations for Medical 
Centers. 

 
1. Intent.  It is the intent of this section to establish sign regulations for electronic 

graphic display freeway signs proposed as a freestanding business 
identification sign for medical centers to provide business identification and 
visibility for the Interstate 15 freeway.  
 

2. Applicability.  An electronic graphic display freeway sign for medical centers 
shall be permitted only within the C-P-S or I-P zones on property adjacent to 



 

the Interstate 15 freeway subject to the development standards outlined in this 
section.   

 
3. Medical Centers Defined.  Medical centers as defined in this subsection 

includes hospitals and/or medical office buildings providing health care 
services in the City of Wildomar. 
 

4. Permit Required.  Prior to any permit being issued, a sign package that includes 
a plot plan, architectural elevations, all electrical, lighting and structural design 
specifications (accompanied by the appropriate processing fee) shall be 
submitted to the Building Official and Planning Director for review and approval.  

 
5. Development Standards.  The following standards shall apply to electronic 

graphic display freeway sign types permitted in this section. 
 

a. A maximum of one (1) electronic graphic display sign is allowed for an 
individual medical center provided the site is five (5) gross acres or larger, 
and it is located directly adjacent to the Interstate 15 freeway.  

 
b. The electronic graphic display portion of the freeway sign shall be limited 

to a maximum sign area of 360 square feet per sign face.  An additional 
sign identifying the name of the medical center shall be allowed provided 
it does not exceed 35 square feet per sign face and designed separately 
from graphic display portion.  The maximum total height of the sign 
structure shall not exceed 50 feet.   

 
c. The electronic graphic display sign shall maintain a minimum setback of 

fifteen (15) from the site property line/I-15 freeway right-of-way line. 
 

d. The monument base and vertical sign elements for the proposed sign 
shall be constructed of materials that are consistent with the building 
materials of the medical center.  The monument base shall be included in 
the total sign height outlined above. 

 
e. The electronic message portion of the sign shall only display on-site 

commercial messages and noncommercial messages.  No off-site 
business messaging shall be permitted.  

 
f. Audio speakers are prohibited in association with any electronic graphic 

display sign business identification signs. 
 
g. The electronic graphic display freeway sign shall comply with all 

applicable lighting standards and requirements of Chapter 8.64 (Light 
Pollution) of the Wildomar Municipal Code. 

 
h. The electronic messaging of the electronic graphic display sign shall also 

comply with the specific provisions outlined in Table 17.252.040.G-1 
below. 



 

 
Table 17.252.040.G-1 

Additional Standards for Electronic Graphic Display Signs 
 

Sign Type Description Text Limit Minimum 
Duration 

Brightness 
(NITs1) 

Day/Night2 

Dark Period 
(off / on) 

Electronic Graphic 
Display 

Images and text 
(scrolling of text 

permitted) 
No limit 5 seconds 5,000 / 2002 

None, provided the 
LED sign area is in 
a “static position” 

with a dark 
background3 

1. NIT is a term used to describe a metric unit of luminance. It is defined as candela per square meter 
(cd/m2). The unit is based on the candela, the modern metric unit of luminous intensity.  This quantifies 
surface brightness, or the amount of light an object gives off. 

2. Dimmer control required to change to the lower nighttime brightness setting upon sunset.  A change to 
the higher brightness setting is not permitted until after sunrise. 

3. The “static position” sign area may contain up to three lines of text and/or logos during the hours of 
9:30 p.m. to 6:30 a.m., but the remainder of the background area shall be “dark.” 

SECTION 4.  SEVERABILITY. 
If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this 

ordinance, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any 
court of competent jurisdiction, such decision will not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of this ordinance. The City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted 
this ordinance, and each section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or 
portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, 
subdivisions, sentences, clauses, phrases, or portions thereof be declared invalid or 
unconstitutional.” 

SECTION 5.  EFFECTIVE DATE.   
This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after its passage by the City 

Council. 

SECTION 6.  PUBLICATION. 
The city clerk is directed to certify the adoption of this ordinance and cause it to be 

published in the manner required by law. 

SECTION 7.  CITY CLERK ACTION 
The City Clerk is authorized and directed to cause this Ordinance to be published 

within fifteen (15) days after its passage in a newspaper of general circulation and 
circulated within the City in accordance with Government Code Section 36933(a) or, to 
cause this Ordinance to be published in the manner required by law using the alternative 
summary and pasting procedure authorized under Government Code Section 39633(c). 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this _____ day of __________, 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 

Ben J. Benoit 
Mayor 

 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:   ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_________________________   ________________________________ 
Thomas D. Jex     Debbie A. Lee, CMC 
City Attorney      City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


